Regulation & Bye-L aws
Geological Society of Hong Kong

Professonal Branch

REGULATION

1. Title:

1.1  The title of the organization shall be “The féssional Branch of the Geological
Society of Hong Kong&E BB — HEEES. Hereinafter described as the
Professional Branch. The region of service of Brefessional Branch is in
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

2. Objective

2.1
2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

To maintain the integrity and status of gedt®jin the geological profession;

To represent the views of the geological pites to the public and the
Government and apply the collective expertise ofriders of the Professional
Branch — in an advisory role to the Government and the ttaoton industry

To promote professional excellence and etrstahdards in geology for the
public good by maintaining and developing high pssional standards for
geologists and promoting career development fologgsis.

To conduct examinations and make assessmergefsons who applied for
Members of Practicing Geologists and Certified Essfonal Geologists
whether they are qualified to be accorded profesdigecognition by the
Professional Branch;

To facilitate the exchange of information ardkas amongst geological
societies in other regions of China and geologscaleties of other countries in
relation to all aspects and matters in connectith the geological profession;

To encourage and foster a spirit of friendlifatmration amongst members of
the Professional Branch and with other professibodies and their members;

To promote, support and protect the charastatys and interests of geologists
in Hong Kong;

To co-ordinate training for Members and suppthr¢ activities of the
Geological Society of Hong Kong;



3. Register of members

3.1 The Register of Members shall consist of Peadi Geologists and Certified
Professional Geologists. The use of membershipgoaies as titles shall be
as described in the Bye-laws.

3.1.1 Practicing Geologists shall be Members of @ewlogical Society of
Hong Kong, serving an internship who have graduateyeology/earth
science from an institution, whose education amalifycation has been
assessed by the Professional Branch, or its addeptquivalent
qualifications. Members of Practicing Geologistalshpossess the
requisite years of post graduation relevant expedes specified in the
Article 1 of the Bye-laws. They shall be eligible vote at General
Meetings and be eligible for appointments to sulmHtittees.
Practicing Geologists shall be eligible to take Brefessional Practice
Examination following a period of approved relevaxperience in
Hong Kong as specified in the entry requirementsttie Professional
Practice Examination.

3.1.2 Certified Professional Geologists shall beniders of the Geological
Society of Hong Kong, whose ability, attainmentspnsaand character
are judged to be such as will promote the objestfethe Professional
Branch and who have passed the Professional RraEtt@mination
approved by the Examination Sub-committee and/me habtained a
similarly approved professional qualification. Meenb of the Certified
Professional Geologist shall possess the requigdars of post
graduation relevant experience as specified irAttiele 1 of Bye-laws.
Certified Professional Geologists shall have fudting rights on all
matters and are eligible to be elected as an Officethe General
Committee of the Professional Branch.

3.2 Application

A candidate for membership of the Professional Bmarshall submit a
completed official application form to the Secrgtaf the Professional Branch
for consideration by the Qualification Sub-comnette The application form
shall be accompanied by the first year’s dues ayéher required fees.

4. Officers

4.1 The Officers of the Professional Branch shatinsist of Chairman,
Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. The Claairshall be a Certified
Professional Geologist of the Professional Branoth &ill chair the General
Meetings of the Professional Branch. The Vice-Ghaim may chair the
General Meetings when the Chairman is not available

4.2 The term of all Officers shall be two years anbject to election.



5. General Meetings

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

The policies of the Professional Branch shall determined at an Annual
General Meeting. Each Member of the Professiomahé&h will be informed
of the details of the time, place and businesscAmnual General Meeting by
the Secretary with at least one month’s notice. e &cidental omission to
give notice of a meeting to or the non-receipt ofice of a meeting by any
Member shall not invalidate the proceedings.

Practicing Geologists and Certified Profesdi@eologists of the Professional
Branch whose subscription is not in arrears, maak@and vote at a General
Meeting. Twenty members or 25% whichever is theremfigure of the
combined total numbers of Certified ProfessionablGgists and Practicing
Members residing in Hong Kong, whose subscriptiaresnot in arrears, shall
form a quorum for a General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting shall be held ongea. The Chairman and the
Secretary shall each present an annual report,Tthasurer shall submit a
balance sheet covering the year for circulation ti@dMembers present shall
approve the formation of the General Committee gpubintment of Honorary
Auditor for the following year. The appointed Hoary Auditor may or may
not be a Member of the Professional Branch.

The Officers shall be elected by secret baltathe Annual General Meeting.
For Members who are not present may only be elattbey have provided a
written statement of willingness to serve.

The policies of the Professional Branch, ineca$ urgency, may also be
determined at an Extraordinary General Meetingctvimust be summoned by
the Secretary within fourteen days of having reeeéiva written request
containing particulars of the business to be dsedssigned by not less than
ten members of the Professional Branch. At leegtrs days notice of such a
meeting shall be sent to each member stating i place and business of the
meeting. If the Secretary does not convene suckxraordinary General
Meeting within fourteen days, it may be convenedahy ten Members of the
Professional Branch in addition to Committee Merntheepresentative(s) of
the Professional Branch.

Resolutions of General Meetings shall be bigdon the Officers and
sub-committees of the Professional Branch.

6. Management

6.1

Between General Meetings, authority to carry tbe general policies of the
Regulation and any decisions made at General Mgesihall be vested in:

(i) General Committee consisting of the Officers thie Professional



Branch and three other Members of the Certifiede®sional Geologist
and/or Practicing Geologist of the ProfessionalnBra The General
Committee shall have the duty to co-opt such digiblembers of
Certified Professional Geologist and Practicing IGgist of the
Professional Branch as are necessary to carry wutfunctions
effectively.

(i) General Committee shall establish Sub-comregtas specified in the
Bye-laws.

(iif) Other sub-committees, when required, shalldeeided to establish by
the General Committee.

6.2 The decisions of all sub-committees and the e@@nCommittee shall be
arrived at by a show of hands. In the case okatlie Sub-committee or
General Committee Chairperson shall have a castitey

7. Finance

7.1 The financial year shall run fromf dJanuary to 31December of the same year.
Annual subscriptions shall be due ori'®lecember.

7.2 The funds of the Professional Branch shall pplied solely to meet its
recurrent expenditure and for the aims and objedfiescribed in Section 2 of
this Regulation and shall not be used for any gploepose.

7.3 All liabilities of the Professional Branch shia¢ borne by Members at the time
when the liabilities are incurred, and shall beretiaon a pro-rata basis to the
amount of their annual subscriptions.

8. Amendmentsto the Regulation

Should any circumstances arise not provided forthe Regulation, the
Professional Branch is empowered to act may seenibehe interests of the
GSHK. The Regulation of the Professional Brancly i@ added to, altered or
repealed. It may only be amended by the resolutibat least two-thirds of
those members present at an Extraordinary Geneeetidy of the Professional
Branch, such amendments being subject to the apbmivthe Hong Kong

Registrar of Societies.

9. ByelLaws

Should any circumstances arise not provided fothen Regulation, the General
Committee shall promulgate the Bye-laws as mayrbpgy and necessary for the
administration of the Professional Branch in acaom# with this Regulation. A

Bye-laws amendment thereto shall become effectp@na majority vote of the

General Committee.



10. Dissolution

The Professional Branch may be dissolved and tbgodal of its assets shall be
decided at a General Meeting, or, failing suffitiequorum by means of a
subsequent written referendum called by the Gen@omhmittee in which case

signed votes in favour from not less than halftttal number of Members plus one
shall be required for any resolution.



BYE-LAWS

Article 1: Admission of members

1.1 Application

1.1.1 A candidate for membership in any categdryhe Professional Branch
shall submit an official application form to thecgetary of the Professional
Branch. The first year’'s subscription fee shattcaopany the application
form plus the registration fee and any other rezflifiees when applicable.
The registration fees of admission of Members avergin the respective
application forms.

1.1.2 Every application for membership of CRBall be endorsed by two
Members of Certified Professional Geologist of Brefessional Brancbr
equivalent, one of whom shall act as Proposer aakkra written statement
as to the suitability of the applicant as a mendfe¢he Professional Branch.
The other endorser shall act as Seconder. Eaclorssrdshall be
certification vouch for the candidate’s characterethods of practice,
experience, and qualification as set out in thes@iturtion.

1.2 Practicing Geologist (PG)

1.2.1 To qualify for validation as a PracticingdBmyist, a candidate must:

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

be a Member of the Geological Society of Hong Kong;

hold a recognized degree or equivalent qualification in
geology/earth science;

have at leasttwo years relevant post-graduation experience in
geology/earth science, one year of which must Hasen in Hong
Kong, in the profession and practice of geologye (#enex A for
definition of recognized degree and relevant exqree); and

have submitted a completed application form for rfership of
Practicing Geologist of the Professional Branchg &ave paid the
required application fee.

1.3 Certified Professional Geologist (CPG)
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To qualify for validation as a CertifiedoRessional Geologist, a candidate

must:

be a Member of the Geological Society of Hong Kong;

hold a recognized degree or equivalent qualification in
geology/earth science;

haveat least five years relevant post-graduation experience, one year
of which must have been in Hong Kong, in the praifas and practice



of geology/earth science; the amount of experiethe is required
depends on the nature of the degree or equivalgdifigations (see
Section 1.3.2 below);

iv. be supported by two Certified Professional Geologists or
equivalent and who have personal knowledge of the applicanhét
less than three years;

V. have submitted a completed application form, iniclgch professional
report;

vi.  have paid the required application fee; and

vii. satisfied the Professional Branch that they meetrédguirements for
validation by passing the Professional Practice Examination,
normally including written examination, the subnmossof supporting
documentation and far ofessional interview.

1.3.2 Recognized Degree or Equivalent Qualiforati

The nature of the degree or equivalent qualificatibat is held by the
applicant determines the minimum amount of relevexgerience that the
applicant must possess in order to qualify fordation. The degrees, and
equivalent qualifications together with the cor@sging relevant
experience that are required have been summanzbe itable below:

Degree or equivalent qualification Minimum vyears of relevant
post-graduation experience in
geol ogy/earth science

Degrees assessed by the Professional Five
Branch in accordance with the
Regulations (Accreditation of Degrees)

Degrees and equivalent qualifications Sx
awarded by a university or institution
of higher education in geology or a
cognate subject in which at least 75%
of the course content comprising
geology/earth science based subjects.

Postgraduate degrees in geology/earth science taken after the qualifying
degree can count for a maximum total of one-year relevant experience.



1.3.3 Mature and experienced geologists applyorgCertified Professional
Geologists may be accepted, without a need to chttbe Professional
Practice Examination, if they had been properlyngd as geologists by
awarding their first degree in geology/earth sogefrom University with
work experience in geological field of not lessrhEb years of which 5
years must be local geological experience. The Gittee of the
Professional Branch of the Geological Society ofnglokong may
consider arranging a professional interview fordpplicants in addition to
their submissions of supporting documentation.

1.4 Resignation
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1.7

Any Member of the Professional Branch from any gatg of membership may
resign from the Professional Branch uperitten notification to the Secretary at
the registered correspondence address.

Termination

1.5.1 Any Member of the Professional Branch frorg eategory of membership
may beexpeled by a secret ballot vote taken at a meeting of ladl t
members of th&eneral Committee after due notice shall have been given
in which at leasttwo-thirds of the ballots cast shall be in favour of
expulsion, for violation of the Professional BraiscRegulation and
Bye-laws or the Professional Branch's Code of Rsifsnal Conduct and
Ethics or other due cause provided that the accsisaitihave been given in
judgement of the General Committee a fair oppotyuta hear the charges
and to present a defense against them.

1.5.2 Any Member who has not paid the annual syiigsen fee within three
months of the due date shall ipso facto cease t@ iember of the
Professional Branch.

Appeal

Any candidate for membership whose application baen disapproved or any
Member whose membership has been terminated magabpgp the General
Committee upon written notification to the registbraddress. The General
Committee shall make a decision on any appeal atndgxt General Committee
Meeting after the appeal has been lodged. Thesidecof the General Committee
in relation to the appeal shall be final.

Reinstatement

The reinstatement of any category of membershif Baaaccomplished in the same
manner as an original admission to membershipesubp the levy of an additional
administration fee amounting to half the concureamtual fee.



1.8 Re-classification

Any Member of Practicing Geologist and Certifiedfessional Geologist who is no
longer qualified for these membership categorieaceordance with the Regulation
shall be re-classified.

1.9 Certificates and Identification of Membership Categories.

1.9.1 Every Member of Practicing Geologist and iied Professional Geologist
who has been admitted to the Professional Branah istteive a certificate
of the Professional Branch stating his name, efedtste and membership
number appropriate to his category.

1.9.2 Any Certificate granted by the Professionabri8h shall remain the
property of the Professional Branch, but shall dieable by a Member as
long as he remains a Member. The Certificate shaless the General
Committee otherwise determines, be returned toPitedessional Branch
upon the holder ceasing to be a Member.

1.9.3 Only Members in the following restricted gmgees of membership of
Professional Branch may use the letters designatfied their names as

follows:

Category Designation
Practicing Geologist of Hong Kong #&(#k PGHK
FEE R

Certified Professional Geologist of Hong Kong CPGHK
(Fr w0 n] B L R)

Article 2 : Fees
2.1 Annual Subscription Fee

The annual subscription fee for each category ahbershipshall be fixed during

the Annual General Meeting. All Members shall pay such subscriptions as are
determined at a General Meeting of the Professi@nahch. Subscriptions for
each year aralue on 31% December. Late fee, or unpaid subscriptions, as
determined by the Professional Branch, shall begathon annual subscriptions
not received by Siday of April of the year in respect to which the subscription is
paid.



2.2 Registration Fee

A Registration Fee for each category of membershgll be fixed during the annual
General Meeting.

Article  3: The General Committee
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3.2

Authority of the General Committee

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

The General Committee shall consider, re@otl act on policies,
legislation and administration of the ProfessidBinch, put into effect the
votes of the Professional Branch, be the custodliadl its assets, adopt the
budget, approve nominees for office, create andistbsub-committees,
confer awards and citations, be the final authdotyinterpretation of the
Regulation and Bye-laws of the Professional Braeskablish programmes
and activities, recommend and carry out approveticips, invite as
non-voting participants to the General Committeehsas sub-committee
chairman or delegates from allied organizationseaglired, and perform
such other functions as are customary for the Gé@mmittee or as may
be assigned to it by the membership.

The General Committee of the Professionaln@rashall report to the
General Committee of the GSHK at least once evesy.y

The General Committee of the Professionah@&rashall arrange for an
annual examination of the Professional Branch ausolby an independent
auditor.

Meeting and Voting

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

There shall normally bguarterly meetings of the General Committee
throughout each sub-committee year.

A quorum of the General Committee shall insf not less than four
Members of the General Committee or their proxy. The quorshall
comprise Member of at least one Certified ProfesdiGeologist who is an
Officer including the Chairman.

If a meeting of the General Committee fadsmeet the quorum, the
meeting shall be re-scheduled within one month.

Any Member of the General Committee maytijoetifor a special meeting
of the General Committee upon written request ® @hairman of the
Professional Branch who shall put the request toad ballot vote of the



General Committee. The special meeting shall lbé ingon a two-thirds
vote of the General Committee in favour thereofall@s not returned
within twenty (20) days after mailing by certifi@dail shall be counted as
not in favour of the special meeting.

33 Co-opted members

The General Committee may appoint co-opted Memh#rsthe General
Committee during each General Committee year. THhisuld include the
Chairman of the Geological Society of Hong Kong &awd members of other
professional organizations / institutions. They listieave the privilege of
participating in its proceedings and shall recéheeminutes thereof.

Article 4 : Sub-committees

4.1 Appointments

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

The General Committee shall make all appments and fill all vacancies
to sub-committees and designate the Chairman themdess otherwise
provided herein. Terms of appointment for sub-caite® Members shall
expire in the normal month of the Annual Generakhtey.

The Chairman of each sub-committee shalblddember of a Certified
Professional Geologist and shall be an elected Mendb the General
Committee.

Each sub-committee shall comprise no lems tihree Certified Professional
Geologists and/or Practicing Geologists of the &sibnal Branch.

4.2 Sub-committee Records

Each sub-committee shall maintain authenticatedrdscof its proceedings, which
shall be available for inspection by members ofRh&fessional Branch.

4.3 Reports

4.3.1

4.3.2

All sub-committee Chairmen shall report he General Committee at its
regular meetings. Their Chairmen shall be encaday communicate
with each other on matters of mutual concern.

Each Chairman shall submit a written remdrthe sub-committee work
during the year of chairmanship, submitting sugoreto the Secretary not
later than four weeks prior to the Annual Generaklihg.



Article §5-

5.1 Votes

5.1.1

5.1.2

Article 6

General Meetings

All votes committing thereto any action aligy shall be taken at a duly
called General Meeting or by mail ballot as mayaberopriate, and must
be approved by a majority of the ballots cast.

The closing date for any mail ballot shal determined by the Chairman
and the Secretary except as otherwise provideleiset Bye-laws, but in no
case shall the voting period be less than fiftemysdor a mail ballot of the

General Committee. All mail ballots shall be reed to the registered
address.

Amendmentsto Bye-L aws

6.1 Amendments

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

Article 7

These Bye-laws shall be amended by the @Gei@mmittee whenever
necessary by its appropriate action at any of getings or by mail ballot.
A proposed amendment shall require an affirmatioee of the General
Committee to become effective.

A proposed amendment to be voted upon by/lmaliot shall be submitted
in writing by the Secretary to each member of tlem&al Committee. At
the expiration of thirty (30) days after the maglirof the ballot, the
amendment shall be recorded as adopted by the &@eBemmittee if it
shall have been approved by a majority of the Gdr@@mmittee.

A Member of the General Committee may prepms amendment at any
meeting of the General Committee or may submitnitwiriting to the
Secretary, provided that the proposal has beenndedoin writing by
another Member of the General Committee.

Address of the Professional Branch

The registered address of the Professional Bramdheo Geological Society of

Hong

97068,

Kong shall be care of Geological Society ofngildkong, TST PO Box
Tsim Sha Tsui Post Office Kowloon or such othercpglas may be decided

by the General Committee.



Article  8: Code of Conduct and Conditions of Engagement + Professional Char ges

Geology is the science that deals with compositginycture, resources, history
and evolution of the Earth. In pursuing the sogenthe practice of geology
requires the highest standard of integrity, resjoility and professional

knowledge. This code of conduct applies to all Mers of the Professional
Branch, which had been published in August 1990n{&y be viewed upon
request).

Members working outside HKSAR must alabide by the Code of Conduct. If
the recognized code exists locally, Members shadlgere to it provided that its
scope and standards are in addition to those ®ttide.

Article 9: List of Accredited Coursesin Earth Science

The list of accredited courses in geology/eartlersm is to ensure that the courses
in geology/earth science of a Degree and equivajeatifications that meet the
academic requirements for election of Members m Bmofessional Branch are

recognized by the Society (List may be viewed upsmjuest).

Annex A Degreesand Equivalent Qualifications and Relevant Experiencefor Application
of Certified Professional Geologist

1. Degrees and Equivalent Qualifications that nieetrequirements are:

Degrees in geology/earth science and equivalentifigaions awarded by a

university or institution in accordance with the grkations (Accreditation of

Degrees) are:

i. atleast three years full time study, or an eqeivaperiod of part-time study in
geology/earth science leading to relevant degrepialification; and

ii. at least 75% of the course content comprising geodd/earth science based
subjects.

2. Relevant Experience for Application of Certifierofessional Geologist

An account for recognized relevant experiencevsmgbelow:

i. Employment in geology, or within a profession whgeslogy/earth science is
a core discipline; and

ii. Five years relevant post-graduation experience @ology/earth science
required for a relevant degree with full courseteahin geology/earth science;
or

iii. Six years relevant post-graduation experience alogg/earth science required
for a relevant degree with at least 75% of the sewontent in geology/earth

science;



iv. Post-graduate degrees in a geology/earth scierkamn tafter the qualifying
degree can count for a maximum total of one-ydawvamt experience.

(Approved by the Professional Branch, Geological Society of Hong Kong on 5™ June 2013)



